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Ramblin” NoDaks

July 2026

Hello....

There has been a big change in our chapter but | know we
will conquer this storm. | thank you for trusting me to

lead our chapter. | will work hard for us all. Please always

feel free to come to me with any ideas or concerns that
you have. Together, we’ve got this!

Pam

Rallies for
August 13-16, 2026—Casselton, ND (Willer, Grimm, Knell,
Heinrich)

September 10-13, 2026—Hazen, ND (Beckman, Tveit,
Mutzenberger)

Rallies for 2027

May 13-16, 2027
June 10-13, 2027 —Bottineau—Sutheimer, Klein, Weidner
July 6-11, 2027 —Winnipeg (joint rally w/ CNL)
August 12-15, 2027—Medora
September 9-12, 2027




Our Ramblin’ NoDaks Officers for 2025-2027:

President—Pam Meier—701-440-1189

Vice President—Dan Knell—701-891-2087
Secretary—Sandy Eckenrode—701-426-7757
Treasurer—Duane Heinrich—701-535-0830

FRVA National Director—John Meier—701-440-1359
FRVA Alt. National Director—Ken Roed—701-263-5000
Parliamentarian—Karen Grimm—701-371-3093
Newsletter Editor—Pam Meier-701-440-1189
Webmaster—Ken Roed—701-263-5000

Chaplains—Kathy Heinrich, Kent Roehl, Wanda Sutheimer, Laurel Tveit, Kim Hunt

Security—Dean Little, Garda Hoirup, Irene Beckman

Birthday & Anniversary Reminders—Kim Hunt

Nominating Committee—Darlyne Roed, Pam Meier




In Memory of

Dave Eckenrode

3-8-56 —6-17-26

Words can’t even express the heartbreak for dear Sandy, her family, our chapter, and all of
Dave’s family and friends that loved him so! Dave had a “one of a kind smile” and a “one
of a kind twinkle in his eye” that no one will ever match! His heart was big and he loved
our Chapter like a family. His absence will be profound but we will carry on in true “Dave’s
style”. He wouldn’t want it any other way. Sandy, | know | can speak for
our chapter when | say, “we will be with you and here for you every step
of the way”. May God watch over you and comfort you!

Fly high Dave, we will miss you!




Dues for 2026 are past due. FRVA Bylaws Article Ill #4E
Please mail your dues to: Duane Heinrich, ARREARS: Any member whose
2501 55th St S. #118 Fargo, ND 58104. Re- dues remain unpaid for more than

member you can pay more than one year ata | & months after becoming due shall
. be considered delinquent; after 12
time. -
months, membership is cancelled.

The following owe $15.00 for 2026 dues. The following Honorary

Chesla Members owe $10 for 2026

Emmett dues.

Erdman <5 ii_f Gunter

Foster./Fahl 7, "4 Sigurdson

Paquin

Stainbrook

A little humor:

A young executive was leaving the office late one evening
when he found the blonde CEO standing in front of a shred-
der with a piece of paper in her hand. “Listen”, said the
CEO, “this is a very sensitive and important document
here, and my secretary has gone for the night. Can you
make this thing work for me?” “Certainly,” said the young
executive. He turned the machine on, inserted the paper
and pressed the start button. “Excellent, excellent” said
the blonde CEO as her paper disappeared inside the ma-
chine. “I just need one copy...”




Important Information

Facebook

Our chapter has a PRIVATE Facebook page. If you are not a member of it and would like
to be, it’s easy to do. Search for Ramblin’ NoDaks in the “search bar” on Facebook. Just
ask to join and if you are a current member of our chapter, you will be accepted. It’s a
great place to keep up with happenings and goings on in our chapter.

Please remember that Ken Roed is now the Webmaster. If there is anything that
you would like to have posted on our website, please send the items to him. Also,
any pictures that you would like on there should be sent to him.

Ramblin’ NoDaks membership books for sale Ramb“n.
We have membership books for sale. They are $10.00 each. There is | NODaks
a page designated to each member unit. In the book you will also find est 1994
B chapter of
the chapter standing rules, the by-laws, past Presidents, and Charter oo Goach
Members. o,P
*(O»» 3 %
If you have a book and in comparing it to the roster you find that you { i 52

are missing someone, please let me know and | can email you their
page. You can also contact me if you need the information changed
on your personal sheet.

To purchase a book for $10.00 or to have pages emailed, contact Pam
Meier,

jpmeier@midco.net or 701-440-1189.

Don’tforgettoch.eckoutourwebsite: ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
www.ramblinnodaks.com  ®¢€464 ¢



President’s Report—Pam Meier

We have 2 rallies left this year. Where does the time go? August is Casselton and

September is in Hazen. There are no camp spots left the Casselton rally but you

can still book a room at the hotel that is right by the campground. If you haven’t
made a rally yet this year, please consider coming to Hazen in September.

| would like to welcome Dan Knell as Vice-President. He is a great addition to our
executive board.

For our 2027 rallies:

May—we need a venue and hosts
August—Medora, we need hosts
September—we need a venue and hosts

Thanks again for all of the support over the last month. We had 47 members at the
funeral and 22 members at the wake for Dave. The funeral planner came to me
and said, “ | have been doing this for 20+ years and | have never seen such support
from a group!” Our chapter family is AMAZING!!

Update on
Membership vests

We have found a new
supplier for our vests.
They are nearly the
same as the previous
ones and are in stock.
Go to the store on our
website to order
them.




113t International Convention

Missouri State Fairgrounds at Sedalia Missouri

. You made -
America’s 250th a

Gelébration,

. to remember! -
4!
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It was an honor for Karen and | to represent the Ramblin’ NoDaks at the 113" Internation-
al Rally in Sedalia. We were in our blue shirts for the first day, but the weather was very
warm. Soon nearly everyone was in T-shirts and shorts for many attendees.

The facility was amazing. The grounds are sprawled over one square mile. The first thing |
noticed was that we made a mistake in not reserving one of the golfcarts that were offered
prior to your arrival. EVERY RV had full hook-ups. Each station offered 50, 30, and 20-amp
electrical service. Each sewer station had four properly capped dumps that were setinto a
concrete pad positioned slightly below ground level. And, for every four R/Vs, there were
4 to 6 fresh-water faucets. There were multiple clean air-conditioned buildings that could
have easily accommodated all attendees.

Some major functions of the BOARD of DIRECTORS were to update wordage to better de-
fine a family unit, and to update and clarify legal documents to reflect the current FRVA
name. Note that Family Motor Coach Association is still the legal name of the base organi-
zation. The location of next year’s summer international convention created nearly limit-
less discussions. Shawnee, OK had been selected by the inhouse convention board since
many area governors felt that Gilette, WY had become a bit repetitious although all spoke
highly of that facility. Comments about Shawnee were that it was too hot, too far away,
and that the proposed mid-August dates would interfere with younger families with chil-

dren who would be starting school. There was much debate and even a motion not to use
the Shawnee facility. But when discussions were completed, it was generally accepted
that it was not feasible to start looking for another site that would accommodate a group
of our size. Once any site is selected, FRVA and the site must agree on dates, price, facili-
ties to be used, and any number of other parameters. Therefore, FRVA continues to work
with Shawnee to set up next summer’s convention. The next winter rallies will be at Perry,
GA followed by Tucson.



Aerial View of 113" International Rally in Sedalia, MO

Additional information about the rally:
420 RV’s 134 First-time attendees 53 Exhibitors 8 Sponsors

Entertainment at Sedalia was quite good and included talented dueling pianists who trad-
ed barbs during their performance and a skilled singer who accurately imitated dozens of
past performers likely including some of your favorites. A good old 4" of July picnic fea-
tured hot dogs, beans, chips, and all-you-could-eat watermelon. A massive fireworks dis-
play put a wrap on the day.

MIDWEST RALLY - Sedalia, MO

An added convenience for attendees who stayed on for the Midwest rally was that they
were able to retain their excellent parking sites. Nearly all national officers and officials
from other regions stayed over for the Midwest rally. There were 253 RVs at the event.

Midwest Area President Julia Chestnut presided over most of the activities. Roundtable
discussions were productive. For instance: Operating Funds are always problematic for
organizations such as FRVA. Many solutions are frequently discussed including eliminat-
ing the monthly magazine, reducing benefits, and raising dues. Those solutions are coun-
ter- productive and result in further reductions in membership. The obvious way to keep
FRVA healthy is to recruit more members and to get those new members into local clubs.
That seldom occurs from something done in the home office. Recruiting friends and
neighbors is the most successful tool out there. Itis something we can all do. One excel-
lent idea put to use by a few of the clubs: At each chapter fair, in addition to what is said
and shown to the prospects during the walk-a-bout, the chapter invites them to attend
their rally happy- hour events. That personal experience becomes a successful recruiting
tool.

Chippewa Falls has been selected for next year’s Midwest Area Rally.
Respectfully Submitted,

Gene Grimm



July Birthdays and Anniversaries
1—Bill & Laurel Tveit—1967

2 — Carol Adams

4—Clayton & Irene Beckman — 1980
5—Dean Little

6—Clayton Beckman

6—Butch Wood

7—Michelle Knopp

11—Vivian Lynne

16—Dave Wolfe

17 — Kurt & Colette Erdman
22—Dan Koppinger

23—Reiner & Michelle Knopp
24—Kent & Char Roehl—1982
26—Hjalmer Carlson

27 —Pam Weidner

29 — Margaret Turner

30—ABrian Little
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August Birthdays and Anniversaries
1—Shirley Sommers

1 —Tony & Marlis Russell — 1975
4—Don Roberts

4—Mark & Kim Hunt—1984
8—Wade Weidner

10—Bryan Paquin

11—Duane & Kathy Heinrich—1973
13 —Jim & Bev Scheidt — 1983
15—Ron Chesla

15—Marlys Carvell

15—Ron Chesla/Anne Malyon—1992
18 — Kurt Erdman

20 — Hjalmer & Karen Carlson

21 — Dennis Willer

21 —Lyle Knell

22—Laurel Tveit

23 —Jim & Karen Sparke — 1986

25 — Marlis Russell

31—Margaret Gjerstad




Recap of Makoti Rally

Makoti Rally Overview

The Makoti rally was marked by intense summer heat, yet it continued to be an event full of
good times and fellowship. There were 15 RVs and 2 Drive-ins. Participants began arriving
on Thursday, setting up and gathering under our wonderful tents for an evening of grilling
meats and sharing a variety of homemade dishes. The first night was spent socializing and
enjoying each other's company, setting a warm (hot) tone for the days ahead.

Friday Events

The day started with a group breakfast, followed by the business meeting. Later, everyone
enjoyed a luncheon and participated in a bead craft activity, choosing between making a gar-
den stake, a keychain, a magnifying glass, or even all three. The craft session was a highlight,
as participants selected colors and designs to personalize their creations. That evening, the
group went to the K-Bar for a steak supper, capping the night with a short parade back at the
rally site. We had one participant in the parade.

Saturday Festivities

After another shared breakfast, the group attended the local threshing show festivities. Ac-
tivities included browsing a flea market, watching rodeo slack, sawmill and threshing demon-
strations, eating at the food trucks, having big dishes of ice cream, and enjoying a second pa-
rade—this time with three more participants from the group joining in. The guys had a great
idea and relocated the tents to the rodeo grounds for comfortable rodeo viewing, embracing
the fun despite temperatures soaring to 97°F. Evening entertainment featured food trucks,
watermelon smoothies, live music, and a small-town fireworks show that was fun to watch.

Sunday Departure

With a forecast of 104°F, most attendees opted to rise early and head home, concluding the
rally on a high note and with fond memories.

Acknowledgements

Special thanks go out to the Weidners and Meiers for their excellent efforts in making the ral-
ly a success. Their dedication and hard work ensured that the event was enjoyable for all. A
big thank you also to our great group that is so willing to step up and help out. Thank you to
everyone that braved the heat with no complaints and just for making the best of it! It was a
HOT one! We have the best of the best!
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Crockpot Breakfast Casserole—Kim Hunt

Prep time: 10 minutes, cook time 4 hours
30 Oz Frozen Hash browns or potatoes O’Brien ( We used Ora Ida)

1 Ib breakfast sausage browned and drained
8 oz Cheddar cheese
8 0z. shredded mozzarella cheese (We used 16 oz of Colby Jack cheese in for both cheeses)
12 large eggs—1/2 cup milk— teaspoon salt—¥% teaspoon pepper
Spray your crockpot or use a liner.

Arrange half the hashbrowns into the bottom. Layer half of cooked sausage and half of
cheese.

Repeat the layers.

In a bowl, whisk together the eggs, milk, salt and pepper. Then slowly and evenly pour over
the top.

Cook on high for 4 hours or low for eight hours until the eggs are set in the center.




Our parade
participants

Dennis Willer John Meier
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