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Farewell 2021. Hello 2022!
Inside this issue:
To say this has been a
remarkable year would be
appropriate.
The beginning of the year
saw the release of a much
anticipated vaccine for the
Covid-19 virus that has
caused worldwide disarray.
Closer to home, Canadians
have had the opportunity to
receive vaccines
manufactured by several
companies, and developed
in record time. At the time
of this writing, booster
shots have become available
for all Manitobans 60 and
over.
The U.S. land border
reopened for recreational

travel on November 8 of
this year, ended a 20 month
long hiatus which saw most
Canadians remain at home
for the winter of 20/21.

silver lining perhaps?
The snowbird migration to
southern climates this year
has been especially
important.

Others visitors were able
to enter the U.S.A. via
commercial/private plane
and continue to their
destination , sometimes via
car/motor home that had
been shipped across the
border via commercial
carrier.

The opportunity to renew
friendships and
acquaintances is one that
many of us will cherish,
knowing that there are
those that are now unable
to travel. Enjoy family and
friends wherever and
whenever you can. Life is
short! Drink the good wine
first!

Still, others flew to their
destination where they own
or rent their winter home.
For those of us at home last
winter, it certainly was a
milder than normal one….a

Merry Christmas and Happy
Holidays to all our CNL
members and families!

President’s Message
After an exceptionally quiet year
for the Canadian Northern
Lights, we were FINALLY able to
rally on September long
weekend at Three Creeks
Campground, adjacent to Austin
Threshermen’s Museum. The
Manitoba OldeTyme and
Bluegrass Society have also
moved their ‘home’ to this
location, and we thoroughly
enjoyed their company and
music as we have previously at
the former site.
The club also held the election
of officers ( a year late, thanks to
Covid19).

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Ralph
Rutledge, and Darlene Borowski
for their time and effort. It has
been an privilege for me to work
with you.
I would also like to welcome
two new executive members
Margaret Jaeger as VicePresident, and Karen Little as
Secretary.
Together with your other
executive members, we have a
team ready to embrace the
future of the CNL. RV club.

We hope to rally in spring,
should Public Health orders
permit, and we may be asking
you to consider hosting or
helping to rally in the future.
At this time, Donna and I would
like to wish each and every one
of you a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
Stay safe, stay healthy and safe
travels to all.
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September Rally at Austin/Three Creeks Campground
For the first time in many months, our CNL club was able to rally in September, at Three Creeks Campground adjoining the Austin Threshermans
Museum.
Our first time there, we were impressed with the sites, and the managements accommodation of our club members. It certainly was appreciated
having 30Amps of electric power, compared to dry-camping as we had multiple times before. Club members were also provided with free Museum
passes, a tour shuttle, and tour guide, as part of the package.
The Manitoba OldeTyme and Bluegrass Society were also there, and having their fall jam. Many of us were able to attend much of the music, and
some of the talent stopped at our sites and shared their music.
Our club hosted HotDog lunch on Saturday, with MOBS members as invited guests. This was well received by the MOBS members,
In appreciation, our club members were offered to choose from MOBS promotional items including mugs and pens.
The subsequent MOBS newsletter ( called The Dill Pickle Rag ) also mentioned our clubs generosity, and offered thanks for our support.
Following are some photos from the rally, submitted by Bryan Paquin.
Looking forward to the upcoming 2022 rallys! If you haven’t yet volunteered to help/host a rally, the extra help will always be appreciated!
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Vice Presidents Greeting
I would like to thank everyone that came to the only rally we had at the Austin museum in September.
The 2021 restrictions were somewhat lifted and hopefully 2022 will be even better.
The plan is to have a spring rally at Carberry. The grounds have been booked, hopefully we won’t have to
cancel again.
Wishing everyone a safe and healthy Christmas and New Year.
Margaret

Secretary’s Greeting
From our family, we send special thoughts to you and your families for happy and memorable moments this
Christmas season. Cheers to a safe and healthier 2022.
Safe travels.

Karen

Treasurer’s Greeting
This Christmas, CELEBRATE with those you love, REMEMBER those in Heaven above, and APPRECIATE the gift of
God’s unconditional love.
Jerri

National Directors Greeting
Season Greetings from the CNL National Director to all Canadian Northern Lights Members a Merry Christmas and a
Happy Year.
It really feels like it was only last month we were sitting around the bonfire while being entertained by members of the
Old Time Bluegrass Society. That was a great weekend and so nice to see everyone after such a long break.
With respects to the Little family, Karen and I are planning a family Christmas supper to welcome our new
granddaughter “Layna”. And of course Christmas with our two granddaughters “Ali” & “Emmy” will be a joy. They’ve
got this Christmas thing figured out. They’ve learnt if there’s something they really want for Christmas they make sure
Grandma knows!
I wish and hope everyone stays healthy as we approach this year’s seasonal celebration. Safe travels & all the best in
2022.
Brian
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National Director FMCA Update
As an outcome of our rally, I was given the privilege to become your
Chapter National Director. At the July FMCA National Convention Rett
Porter became the new FMCA National President. In November FMCA
offered a Canadian Michelin tire pricing &amp; discount program and a
limited time $48US new membership or a $40US renewal program. I’m
not sure the new FMCA President had anything to do with these
programs but would guess FMCA has noticed a decrease in Canadian
membership. If you recall in 2018 fees were raised to $75US ($100
Canadian) to pay for the FMCAssist program. For the record, our CNL
ND John Morrow voted against this increase, as we knew Canadians
would find $100 cdn too expensive. FMCA membership from Oct.1/19
to Sept. 30/20 fell from 80,083 to 75,584. At the end of June/21
membership was 74,890. It’s hard to get a fiscal feel as to where FMCA
sits currently. The last fiscal quarter of 2020 became the first quarter of
2021, the second quarter was Jan. thru March and the third quarter
reported to the end of June. Nothing has been reported since July 1 st ,
2021. One outcome from covid-19 has been the increase in RVing
across North America, let’s hope the decrease in membership has
bottomed out and we start to see new RVer’s joining our CNL chapter.
For those that are interested I ordered the 2021 Alaska Travel Planner
“The Milepost” and the most recent edition of Alaska Camping. I’m
going to try and get a first draft Itinerary out before new year. I’ll email
out to everyone and let you respond with you thoughts. It appears
covid is back in the headlines and with restrictions being placed upon us
again who know what will happen next June? This makes any sort of
planning hard. June is peak month in Alaska, we will need to book RV
Parks early to secure sites. What happens if we are forced to make
deposits to secure sites and borders close again????
Safe travels & all the best in 2022.
Brian Little
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Our Chapter exists to promote social, recreational, and informational exchange
activities which provide for the enjoyment and pleasurable use of family member
recreational vehicles (RVs). We like to get together in small towns, visit their local
restaurants, tour their facilities to gather information, and even love to visit their yard
sales and flea markets.

We have members from all of Manitoba, Saskatchewan as well as some from our sister
group in the US called "The Ramblin Nodaks." Our dues are minimal per year, but you
must be a member in good standing with FMCA to join. We try to get together
several times each summer. Most are "hosted" with organized tours, entertainment,
games, etc.

Some are "not hosted," just a casual weekend with a great group of friends. Either way,
you are welcome to try us out, participate in what you choose or do your own thing.
No worries, no stress, just a casual get together.

Further information is available from any of our executive members.
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